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Important changes - Car Rentals 

The University has insurance that provides all the in-

surance required by rental agencies for most areas.  

The coverage is through the State of North Dakota 

Risk Management Fund, Risk Management Division.  

If you will be renting a vehicle for University use in 

a foreign country (including Canada and Mexico) 

or in Florida, Alaska, Hawaii, or California, 

ONLY liability and collision/comprehension insur-

ance provided by the rental agency must be pur-

chased.  This is due to the difficulty and high costs 

associated with defending claims in these locations.  

In states other than those listed, do not take the insur-

ance coverage provided by the car rental agency.  

The coverage will be provided by the state Risk 

Management Fund.  You may purchase the addi-

tional personal effects coverage from the rental 

agency but this will not be reimbursed by the Uni-

versity.  

The State Risk Management Fund does not cover 

student organizations.  Therefore, all student organi-

zations renting cars are not covered and may want to 

purchase the insurance offered by the car rental 

agencies.   

Damage To Rental Car 

 Report all vehicle accidents to the law enforcement 

agency having jurisdiction.  Notify the rental car 

agency that you were in an accident.   

 

 

Submit police report and an incident report to UND 

Campus Safety and Security as soon as possible to 

Box 9031 or fax to 777-4132.   

The incident report can be retrieved from this web 

site:  www.safety.und.edu.  Cam-

pus Safety and Security will for-

ward the information to the North 

Dakota Risk Management Fund 

for reimbursement to the car 

rental agency. 

 

Hazardous Materials Shipping  

Many of the items that you routinely use can be 

considered hazardous if you have to ship them. In 

March 2003, Revlon was fined $60,000 for trying 

to ship three 1 ounce bottles of perfume through 

UPS. All hazardous materials (perfume is flamma-

ble) must be properly packaged, marked, and docu-

mented by a trained and certified individual. Even 

if you are just returning an item received in error, 

there may be restrictions on how you can ship it 

back to the company. If you have any doubt about 

shipping a package, contact Safety & Environ-

mental Health for assistance. A class on the ship-

ment of hazardous material is routinely offered by  

Safety through the University Within the Univer-

sity (U2) program.  



 
 ATTENTION !!!ATTENTION !!!ATTENTION !!!ATTENTION !!! 

County Resident Contracts Hantavirus 
In a recent article in the Grand Forks Herald, a 
county resident contracted hantavirus.  Listed below 
are facts regarding this deadly virus. 
• Hantavirus pulmonary syndrome (HPS) is a rare 
but serious, and often deadly, lung infection.  

• HPS is caused by a type of virus called a hantavi-
rus. The hantavirus that causes HPS is carried by 
rodents found throughout North America.  

• People get HPS when they breathe in dust that is 
contaminated with saliva, urine, or droppings 
from infected rodents.  

• No anti-virus drug is effective against HPS, and 
there is no vaccine. 

• HPS is associated with a mortality rate of 30-
40%. 

• Symptoms are fever, chills, muscle aches, and 
sometimes nausea, vomiting, and abdominal 
pain. 

• To prevent HPS, avoid contact with rodents, and 
avoid inhaling dust that might be contaminated 
with rodent urine, saliva, or droppings. 

• Keep mice away from your home and workplace. 
Remove food sources and nesting places. Tightly 
cover outdoor garbage cans and raise them 12 
inches off the ground. 

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hanta/hps/

noframes/prevent.html provides tips, common 
signs, precautions, and cleanup information for 
the prevention of hantavirus pulmonary syn-
drome (HPS). 
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Revised Sanitation-Food and Food Services  

General Safety - Slips, Trips and Falls  

Standard Practice 240-Surveillance Equipment 

UND Safety and Environmental Health  

Box 9031, Grand Forks, ND 58202-9031, Phone: (701)777-3341, Fax: (701)777-4132 

Visit us at-www.safety.und.edu  

Walking on Ice & Snow 
Sometimes it is unavoidable to walk on the ice and 
snow in North Dakota. Some tips to make it safer 
for the pedestrians: 
 
 
 
 
 

Body Posture: Keep hands out of pockets and 
avoid carrying heavy loads that may cause you to 
become off balance. Look to see ahead of where 
you step. When you step on icy areas, take short, 
shuffling steps, curl your toes under and walk as 
flatfooted as possible. If you fall, fall with sequen-
tial contacts at your thigh, hip, and shoulder to 
avoid using your arms to protect against breakage. 
Bend your back and head forward so you won't 
slam your head on the pavement.  
 

Dress: Wear a brightly-colored scarf or hat, or re-
flective gear, when walking in the street. Be aware 
that wearing hats and scarves that cover your ears 
can distort or even eliminate motor vehicle sounds. 
Wear boots or overshoes with soles that provide 
traction on snow and ice, preferably with rubber 
and neoprene composite soles. Avoid walking in 
shoes that have smooth surfaces, which increase 
the risk of slipping.  
 

Other care: If the sidewalks and walkways are im-
passable and you have to walk in the street, walk 
against traffic and as close to the curb as you can. 
Use special care when entering and exiting vehi-
cles; use the vehicle for support.  


